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Emperor wished to speak less formally to De Lesseps
and the Due d'Albufera, a Vice-President of the Com-
pany, so they remained behind.
" What do you think we should do now? " asked
Napoleon.
" Your Majesty," De Lesseps answered, " I think it
would be wise to recall the French Consul-General,
who, being a man of great capacity, could be sent to
some other post."
" If that is all," said the Emperor, " it is easily done.
You can tell Walewski so."
That was the end of that crisis. The Egyptian
Government called off its ultimatum, and the tense
situation at Cairo was relieved. But other efforts were
tnade to render the undertaking abortive. The British
campaign went on, mercilessly, remorselessly. But so
did the work on the canal go on. The forced labour
employed on the diggings was made an issue. Again a
cessation of operations seemed inevitable. But again
De Lesseps showed British interference in its true
colours. By November iSth, 1862, the waters of the
Mediterranean flowed as far as Lake Timsah.
That was a great day, and De Lesseps with his dis-
tinctly oriental love for picturesque ceremonial saw to
it that the celebrations were worthy of the occasion.
A stand hung with bunting accommodated dis-
tinguished guests, among whom were to be seen the
engineers, the Grand Mufti of Egypt and the Catholic
Bishop. Along the canal embankments were lined up
thousands of workmen. Every eye was directed
towards the narrow ridge of sand, which was the only
obstacle separating water from water. At a given signal